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speak by signs, because none of them understood the
six languages which I spoke. At last, we found an
old man who could speak a little Ilinois.

We informed them, by our presents, that we were
going to the sea. They understood very well what
we wished to say to Them, but I know not whether
they apprehended what I told them about God, and
about matters pertaining to their salvation. This is
a seed cast into the ground, which will bear fruit in
its time. We obtained no other answer than that we
would learn all that we desired at another large vil-
lage, called Akamsea, which was only 8 or 10 leagues
lower down. They offered us sagamité and fish,
and we passed The night among them, with some
anxiety.

SECTION 9TH. RECEPTION GIVEN TO THE FRENCH
IN THE LAST VILLAGE WHICH THEY SAW. THE
MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THOSE SAVAGES.
REASONS FOR NOT GOING FARTHER.

WE embarked early on the following day, with
our interpreter; a canoe containing ten sav-
ages went a short distance ahead of us. When we
arrived within half a league of the Akamsea,® we
saw two canoes coming to meet us. He who com-
manded stood upright, holding in his hand The calu-
met, with Which he made various signs, according
to the custom of the country. He joined us, singing
very agreeably, and gave us tobacco to smoke; after
that, he offered us sagamité, and bread made of
indian corn, of which we ate a little. He then
preceded us, after making us a sign to follow Him
slowly. A place had been prepared for us under
The scaffolding of the chief of the warriors; it was



